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Oct. 16 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Line Item Veto of the
Treasury and General Government Appropriations Act, 1998
October 16, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with the Line Item Veto Act,

I hereby cancel the dollar amount of discre-
tionary budget authority, as specified in the at-
tached report, contained in the ‘‘Treasury and
General Government Appropriations Act, 1998’’
(Public Law 105–61; H.R. 2378). I have deter-
mined that the cancellation of this amount will
reduce the Federal budget deficit, will not im-
pair any essential Government functions, and
will not harm the national interest. This letter,
together with its attachment, constitutes a spe-

cial message under section 1022 of the Congres-
sional Budget and Impoundment Control Act
of 1974, as amended.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
report detailing the cancellation was published in
the Federal Register on October 17.

Remarks in the Univision Townhall Meeting in Buenos Aires
October 16, 1997

The President. Thank you, Jorge and Maria
Elena. And I thank Univision for giving us the
chance to have this conversation. I want to thank
all the young people here in Buenos Aires and
joining us from Miami and Los Angeles for
being a part of this.

I am near the end of a remarkable trip which
my wife, Hillary, and I, a distinguished group
from our Cabinet and the United States Con-
gress, have taken to Latin America to celebrate
the changes that have taken place: the moves
from dictatorship to democracy; the moves from
closed economies, high inflation, and big debt
to stability and growth; the moves that are bring-
ing all of us closer together.

I came here to talk about what we have to
do to prepare for the 21st century, how we
have to work together to seize the promise of
education and technology, to shoulder the bur-
dens of preserving our environment and dealing
with new security threats from drugs and crime
and terrorism. Most of all, I came to reaffirm
the commitment of the United States to be a
good partner with Latin America as we move
ahead and especially to emphasize the fact that
our fastest growing minority of Americans are
Hispanic-Americans. We are growing together
in more ways than one, and today I hope we’ll

talk about what we can do to build the kind
of future we all want, together.

Maria Elena Salinas. Thank you very much,
Mr. President. I’d like to ask you for your per-
mission to introduce your wife. Mrs. Hillary
Clinton is here with us today. Mrs. Hillary
Rodham Clinton, of course, has been accom-
panying Mr. Clinton throughout this Latin
American tour, but she herself has traveled
through several Latin American countries pro-
moting programs to benefit women and also
programs that alleviate poverty. So we want to
welcome her especially. And many Latin Ameri-
cans of course read your weekly column. Wel-
come.

[At this point, moderator Jorge Ramos intro-
duced a National University of Buenos Aires law
student from Colombia.]

Antidrug Efforts
Q. Mr. President, can you show the world

a reduction in drug consumption which is pro-
portional to the reduction of production and
cultivation of drugs?

The President. I think the short answer to
that question is yes, we can do that, we can
show that a lot of our drug consumption is going
down. Overall drug consumption has been going
down in America for the last several years. But
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